Every Family Needs a Home

By ________________________, President

_______________________________
(Home Builders Association)

In the debate over how best to solve the challenges associated with growth, it is easy to lose sight of the central role that housing plays in the lives of families in American life.

Every day, millions of working men and women – and their families – return to their homes when the day’s activities are done. Homes are places where memories are made, where great ideas flourish and where parents tuck their children into bed.

Every family needs a home. Unfortunately, millions of American families have worst case housing needs, meaning those families pay more than half their income for housing or they live in severely inadequate housing.

So it is important that local governments make housing a priority. Forward-thinking advocates of smart growth recognize that growth will occur, and they seek to promote development that balances economic growth, environmental preservation and social needs, including housing. 

Unfortunately, some who carry the banner of smart growth really seek to slow or stop growth. To the extent their efforts succeed, families – especially low-income families – suffer. 

The statistics make it clear: This nation is growing and it will continue to grow. The U.S. Census predicts that some 1.3 million households will be formed every year through the year 2020. Those new households will need housing. Housing that is affordable to families across the economic spectrum is an explicit goal of smart growth.

The industry I represent, the housing industry, has a responsibility to work with all of the stakeholders in this debate to find ways to produce the housing needed to meet this strong demand, and to do so in ways that minimize impact on the environment and produce thriving communities.

The National Association of Home Builders actively promotes smart growth with books, seminars and other resources designed to educate the industry about innovative land-use methods, green building techniques and best practices in community and home design. We have reached out to elected officials, planners and community leaders to help change decades-old zoning and land-use policies that have served as barriers to smart growth. I am most proud that home builders across the country are proving to be smart growth innovators. 

If all of us who can influence growth – builders, consumers, planners, elected officials, policy makers, environmentalists – make choices that really seek to balance concern for the environment, the economy and social needs, then we can begin to enjoy the benefits of smart growth.
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